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Flip Your Class with Open Access Resources: 
Online Tools 

 

Online Tool Description Link 
Suggested ideas for flipping ESL/EAL 

classes 

Brainstorming & mind mapping 

 Free online easy to use mind 
mapping tools, allow real time 
collaboration  

www.popplet.com  
 Making predictions (pre-reading/pre-

listening activities) 

 Activating prior knowledge 

 Introducing/revising vocabulary 

 Brainstorming details of a presentation or 
essay 

 Brainstorming problem solutions (post-
reading/post-listening activities) 

 Initiating pre-class discussions 

 

More ideas: 
http://www.myenglishonline.ca/2013/10/onl
ine-brainstorming-mind-mapping/  

 www.stormboard.com  

 

Brainstorming tool to develop, 
rate und share ideas 

www.clunic.com  

Voice discussions 

 

Voice-based tool to discuss 
documents, images, videos, 
etc.  

 

www.voicethread.com  

 Learners express their opinion on some 
topic; others comment, give feedback 

 Learners share their stories, their previous 
experience 
 

More ideas: 
http://www.myenglishonline.ca/2013/11/voi
cethread-for-digital-conversations-2/  

 
Voice discussion board  www.voxopop.com  
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Video annotation 

 

Tools to take notes directly next 
to a video, as you watch it 

www.videonot.es  

 Listening for gist: : typing in key ideas 

 Listening for specific information: typing in 
details 

 Writing down lyrics while watching a video 
clip 

 Notes sharing option allows learners to 
help each other; peer-to-peer instruction 

 
www.ant.umn.edu  

Collaborative document editing 

 
Tools to create and edit 
documents online while 
collaborating in real-time with 
other users. You can create 
new documents or upload 
documents you have on your 
PC  

www.drive.google.com   

 Learners’ collaborative presentations  

 Way to present teacher’s handouts, 
materials 

 Working on long-term projects 

 Writing assignments 

 Collaborative storytelling 

 Peer reviews, peer assessment 

 

More ideas: 
http://www.myenglishonline.ca/2013/10/go
ogle-tools-for-ealesl-teaching-learning/  

 
www.personal.crocodo
c.com  

 
www.titanpad.com  

Collaborative workplace 

 

Tools that enable you to have 
an online meeting room to 
create webinars, have 
discussions, forums, 
collaboration projects and share 
files and information in real time 

www.vyew.com  

 Learners can work in small groups outside 
the classroom 

 

More ideas: 
http://www.myenglishonline.ca/2013/10/co
mmunicative-approach-and-task-based-
teaching-online-webinar/   

 
www.webex.com  
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Online communication 

 
Text chat room  www.todaysmeet.com 

 Collaboration outside the classroom 

 Sharing ideas, brainstorming, peer-to-peer 
instructions 

 Getting learners’ feedback 

 Working on projects 
 

Video chat room www.aol.com/av  

 

Voice-over-IP service and 
instant messaging client 

www.skype.com  

Audio recording 

 

Online video recording tool www.mailvu.com  
 Practicing pronunciation, intonation 

 Leaving audio/video feedback 

 Giving audio/video instructions 

 Task-based activities (e.g. leaving a phone 
message) 

 
Online audio recording tools 

www.audiopal.com 

 
www.croak.it  

Data visualization 

 
Tool to generate word clouds 
from text you provide 

www.wordle.net  
 Making predictions 

 Revising vocabulary 

 Collaborative storytelling 

 

Tools to create infographics 

www.piktochart.com  
 Reading comprehension: summarizing key 

facts from a text in a visual form 

 Speaking: interpreting other learners’ 
infographics 

 Visualization of peer-to-peer projects  
www.infogr.am  
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Reflections  

 

Tools for blogging 

www.blogger.com  

 Reflecting on one’s learning 

 Self-reflection 

 Sharing ideas 

 Daily writing practice 

 www.wordpress.org  

 
www.penzu.com  

 
Social networking and 
microblogging tool 

www.twitter.com  

Curation 

 

Curation and content sharing 
tools  

www.scoop.it  

 Curating as a digital skill 

 Learners discover and collect content to 
feed a particular topic 

 Reading skills: skimming and scanning 

 

More ideas: 
http://www.diigo.com/annotated/c2414fdfef
33ea015bc1c7528ef8a256  

 www.pinterest.com  

 
www.paper.li  

 
www.netvibes.com  

 

www.flipboard.com  

 www.pearltrees.com  

 
www.delicious.com   

 
www.diigo.com  
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Flipped lesson creation 

 
Tool to create and deliver digital 
lessons 

www.blendspace.com  

 Creating and managing flipped lessons 

 

Tool to create customized 
lessons around videos 

ed.ted.com  

 

Tool to create digital flash 
cards. It automatically 
generates interactive games 
and tests 

www.quizlet.com  

 Online social networking 
services; can be used a 
learning management system 
for flipped learning. 

www.facebook.com  

 
www.edmodo.com   
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Screen casting 

 Tools to capture your screen 
and voice 

www.screencast-o-
matic.com  

 Creating video lectures  
www.screenr.com  

 

Tool to capture your screen 
(voice-over need to be added) 

www.techsmith.com/jing
.html  

Video sharing 

 
Video sharing websites 

www.youtube.com  

 Sharing video materials with learners 

 
www.vimeo.com  

Presentations 

 

Online community for sharing 
PowerPoint, OpenOffice 
presentations, Keynote, PDF 
and infographics 

www.slideshare.net  
 Sharing presentations and other materials 

with learners 

 

Cloud-based presentation tool 
for presenting ideas on a virtual 
canvas  

www.prezi.com  

 Creating non-linear presentations online 

 

More ideas: 
http://www.myenglishonline.ca/2014/01/pre
zi-for-elt/  
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