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 Setting the Stage: Online Learning at GBC 

 Leaning by Doing – The Model 

 Structure and Content – Meet Avatoo! 

 Pilots: Lessons Learned & Next Steps 

 



 

Online Learning at GBC 

 

 College-Wide Initiative 

 Technological Tools Available 

 Challenges 

 Typical Online Courses vs. Learning by Doing 



Learning Management System  

          

 

       Blackboard 

 

 

Alternative: 

 
       Moodle:                

       Desire2Learn:     http://www.desire2learn.com/   

  

https://moodle.org/
https://moodle.org/
http://www.desire2learn.com/
http://www.desire2learn.com/


The Model 

  Learning Goal 

Cover Story 

Mission 

Role 

Scenario of Operations 

Resources 

Abundant Support 

Feedback 

• Listening 

• Speaking 

• Reading 

• Writing 

 

 

Tasks need to be completed to 

accomplish the mission. 

• Instructions 

• Examples 

• Team work 

• Peer-to-peer help 

system 



Week 1: On a Mission 

 Task: Create an Avatar 

 Guidelines 

 Example 

• What is your name? 

• Are you a man or a woman? 

• How old are you? 

• Are you tall or short? 

• Are you slim or chubby? 

• What colour is your hair? 

• Is your hair short or long? 

• What colour is your skin? 

• Are you gorgeous or ugly? 

 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/17lbo5rsb4wyrj0/1Avatoo%20-%20slide%206.avi 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/17lbo5rsb4wyrj0/1Avatoo - slide 6.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/17lbo5rsb4wyrj0/1Avatoo - slide 6.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/17lbo5rsb4wyrj0/1Avatoo - slide 6.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/17lbo5rsb4wyrj0/1Avatoo - slide 6.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/17lbo5rsb4wyrj0/1Avatoo - slide 6.avi


Voki 

  www.voki.com  

http://www.voki.com/
http://www.voki.com/


Sample of Student Work 

 

 

Sample Video 1 
https://www.dropbox.co

m/s/2x9hjyxxgcmdotf/2

Girl%20Slide%208.avi 

Sample Video 2 
https://www.dropbox.co

m/s/bspiwzlg3gpf5vn/3

Santa%20Clause%20-

%20slide%208.avi 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/2x9hjyxxgcmdotf/2Girl Slide 8.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2x9hjyxxgcmdotf/2Girl Slide 8.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2x9hjyxxgcmdotf/2Girl Slide 8.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bspiwzlg3gpf5vn/3Santa Clause - slide 8.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bspiwzlg3gpf5vn/3Santa Clause - slide 8.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bspiwzlg3gpf5vn/3Santa Clause - slide 8.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bspiwzlg3gpf5vn/3Santa Clause - slide 8.avi
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bspiwzlg3gpf5vn/3Santa Clause - slide 8.avi


Task: Avatar Has a Problem 

Your avatar has 

a problem, so 

he/she decides 

to write a letter 

to an Advice 

Column to seek 

some advice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• My teacher caught me cheating on a test. I’m so 

ashamed. I don’t want to go back to class. 

 

• My rent is not bad, and I like the place very much. 

The only problem is my landlord - he is very mean! 

 

• My teacher is nice, but she speaks too fast. I don’t 

understand her very well. 

 

• I don’t like my school and I am homesick. I want to 

go back to my country, but I know my parents will be 

disappointed if I go. 

 

• I feel so lonely here. I don’t know how to make 

friends in Canada. 

 

• I am in love, but I am afraid he/she does not love me 

back. I don’t know what to do. 

 



Sample of Student Work 

Hi! My name is Crazy J. I am very sad 

because I get caught by the police. I got a 

speed ticket of overspeed 30km/hr. I need 

to paid $100 dollars. I want to change the 

bad hobbit. I can not drive fastly, need to 

be safety. What can I do? I do not have 

money to pay the fine. Can you borrow 

some to me? 

I am Dongdong, and I am not happy now. 

I am a hard worker, but my salary isn't 

much, because my boss is very bad, he 

never give me enough wages, I asked him 

why, he said fire me, so I accept so little salary. 

I'm going on a date with my girlfriend now, but I 

am not having enough money. So,for my 

marriage, you lend me some money.  

Hello Dongdong, 

I think you can looking for the other job behind your 

boss (it is very bad,but don't quit before you get new 

job,because you said you need money for your 

marriage.), when you get a new job then you can quit 

the old job. 

Don't do something you don't like and enjoy. 

Life is too short,so you must enjoy your life,cheer up. 

Best regards, 

Crystal. 

Don't pay your ticket.  Go to the 

court and file your ticket. Then 

you can ask for forgive from 

the judge. change your habit. 

Slow down when driving. Work 

hard to make more money. I 

can barrow some money to you 

if you really need 



 

Task: Avatar Needs a Job 

 
Filling out an Employment Application  Form  

 
  

FT Purchasing Coordinator for busy 

manufacturer. Experience a must! 

Competitive salary. If you enjoy a fast 

paced environment, this job is for you. 

  

Telephone Interviewers  

 The City University. No selling. Eves & 

weekends. $10.50/hr. Bilingual $14/hr 

Summer & Full Time Positions 

Now hiring for: Ass’t. Manager, 

Customer Service, Marketing, and 

Warehouse. Full training. No 

experience required. 

  

  

Greek Culinary Mgmt. 

Exper. Professional required to 

manage food program, Greek 

restaurant. Toronto East.  

  

  

Group dog walker needed.                 

PT or FT long term. Car a must.  

  

Electronics assembly Technician 

Soldering skills & electronics 

background req’d. Great pay!  

Experienced Cooks needed to prepare 

and manage large catering orders, 

authentic South India snacks, sweets 

and rice items. Canadian food safety 

training required. Salary $12 to $16 

per hour. 

  

Front Office Secretary 

FT position. Engineering 

manufacturing company. Position 

involves computer, financial, 

international shipping, office mgmt.  

  

  

Servers Needed  

La Cabana is looking for guest-

focused individuals for FT & PT 

opportunities. Must be passionate 

about Hospitality. Food 

service/hospitality experience req’ed. 

  



Sample of Student Work  

Employment Application Form 

PDF file link: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/qm6

ztfjwqfmu63d/4Slide%2012%20-

%20EMPLOYMENT%20APPLI

CATION%20FORM%20a.pdf 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/qm6ztfjwqfmu63d/4Slide 12 - EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION FORM a.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qm6ztfjwqfmu63d/4Slide 12 - EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION FORM a.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qm6ztfjwqfmu63d/4Slide 12 - EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION FORM a.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qm6ztfjwqfmu63d/4Slide 12 - EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION FORM a.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qm6ztfjwqfmu63d/4Slide 12 - EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION FORM a.pdf


Task:  Avatar Gets Sick 

Symptoms 
• a  headache 

• a fever 

• a rash 

• … 

 

                     

                     

                     

                     

          

Giving Advice 
• Have herbal tea    

• Rest   

• Stay in bed  

• …. 



Sample of Student Work 

I am lobito i dont feel well i 

have insect bite, and i have 

cold and i think i have fever 

and temperature what should i 

do ???? 

I'm feeling sick because I feel tired, I 

don't have enough energy. 

I have a headache, and I'm feeling dizzy. 

I have a pain in my body and my bones. 

I can't get u, and I can't come to class. 

If you know , how I can better please 

write for me.  

Thank you. 

I think you need to see 

doctor right away. It 

might be some kind of 

danger inspect. You 

can get infection on 

that. 

Parinaz. 

   I think first of all 

you need to take 

rest. You have to 

stay at home and try 

too sleep. It makes 

you better. 



Listening & Speaking 

 Listening to the doctor’s voice mail   

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-15-docs-voicemail-1 

 Planning the message 
• Greeting 

• Your name and your contact number 

• Spelling of your last name 

• Brief description of what you are feeling 

• Request for an appointment 

• Your availability 

• Closing remarks 

 Recording voice mail 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-15-docs-voicemail-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-15-docs-voicemail-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-15-docs-voicemail-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-15-docs-voicemail-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-15-docs-voicemail-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-15-docs-voicemail-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-15-docs-voicemail-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-15-docs-voicemail-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-15-docs-voicemail-1


Sample of Student Work 

Audio Sample 1 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1 

 

Audio Sample 2 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-1 

 

Audio Sample 3 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-doctor-sample-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-16


Vocaroo  

 

www.vocaroo.com  

http://www.vocaroo.com/
http://www.vocaroo.com/


Listening Activity 

Listen 
Guided 

Practice 
Write 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-18-listening-activity 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-18-listening-activity
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-18-listening-activity
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-18-listening-activity
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-18-listening-activity
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-18-listening-activity
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-18-listening-activity
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-18-listening-activity


Sample of Student Work 

Health History Questionnaire sample A 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dlgq9s4rby65blk/HEALTH%20HISTORY%20QUESTIONNAIRE%28a%29.pdf 

 

Health History Questionnaire sample B 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/z33bju8qnt0b5kx/HEALTH%20HISTORY%20QUESTIONNAIRE%28b%29.pdf 

 

Health History Questionnaire sample C  
https://www.dropbox.com/s/q8dicp4wotn311s/HEALTH%20HISTORY%20QUESTIONNAIRE%28c%29.pdf 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/dlgq9s4rby65blk/HEALTH HISTORY QUESTIONNAIRE%28a%29.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/z33bju8qnt0b5kx/HEALTH HISTORY QUESTIONNAIRE%28b%29.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/q8dicp4wotn311s/HEALTH HISTORY QUESTIONNAIRE%28c%29.pdf


Task: Leaving a Voicemail 

 Do you remember that job application form your avatar filled out? 

 

 There is a voice mail for your avatar 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-20-voicemail-for-you 

 

 Plan your message. It should include: 

• Greeting 

• Your name 

• The reason for you call 

• Your availability 

• Closing greeting 

 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-20-voicemail-for-you
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-20-voicemail-for-you
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-20-voicemail-for-you
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-20-voicemail-for-you
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-20-voicemail-for-you
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-20-voicemail-for-you
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-20-voicemail-for-you
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-20-voicemail-for-you
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-20-voicemail-for-you


Sample of Student Work 

Audio Interview  1 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1 

 

 

Audio Interview 2 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1 

https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-1-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1
https://soundcloud.com/glenfc/slide-21-audio-interview-2-1


 Pilots: Lessons Learned & Next Steps 

 Shorter 

 Fewer tasks 

 Lots of in-class demonstrations 

 Hard copy instructions 

 Computer lab time to introduce tasks 

 Enthusiasm - key to success  

 On-going support to teachers 

 

 



Contact Information 

  

 

Maria Glass, PhD 
EAP/ESL Instructor 

GBC School of English as a Second Language  

mglass@georgebrown.ca 
 

 

 

Liz Romero, PhD 
Instructional Designer 

GBC e-Learning and Teaching Innovation 

lromero1@georgebrown.ca  
 

 

mailto:mglass@georgebrown.ca
mailto:lromero1@georgebrown.ca

